
SAT Math Strategies

● Each section is arranged easy to hard, so you have to know where you 
are. There is one section with 20 multiple-choice questions, another 
with 16 multiple-choice questions, and one section with 8 multiple-choice 
and 10 grid-in questions. Here is how they are arranged in difficulty: 

 easy  hard
20 multiple choice: 

 easy            hard
16 multiple choice: 

easy        hard    easy    hard
8 mult. choice, 10 grid-ins: 

In any case, skip those hard questions and come back to them later (if 
you have time) after finishing the easier problems.

● Get as many questions correct as possible with as few errors as   
possible. This may seem ridiculously obvious but it is very important in 
regards to your personal strategy. For example, if you are trying to get 
a score of 600, then on the section of 20 multiple choice questions (see 
above), you'll want to try to get the first 12 or 13 questions completely 
right (check and re-check) before even bothering with the last 7 or 8. 

● Think about the question before looking at the multiple-choice answers. 
You should read the question at least two or three times. Make sure you 
answer the question: if it asks for radius, don't give the diameter!

● Connect what is given to what is being asked  . Think about what concept 
the question is using, what it is giving you, and what it is asking for. Try 
to write down an equation that means what the words say.

● If you get stuck on a multiple-choice question, try plugging in the 
answers: the correct answer is the one that works!
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● Dummy it down  : plug in convenient numbers for letters (variables) to 
make a problem more concrete.

● If you don't know the answer to a multiple-choice question, but you can 
eliminate one or more answers, then guess from among the answers that 
are left.

● Geometry questions: Draw a picture! A picture can be very useful when 
one isn't provided. Fill in or label the picture with all the information 
that the question gives. Try to make an equation from the picture.

● Figures are accurate (to scale) unless otherwise noted  . If two lines look 
like they are the same length, then they are the same length!

  When You Take the Test

● Mark the questions that you skip in your test booklet so that you can 
come back to them easily.

● Circle the multiple-choice answers that you choose in the test booklet 
so that you can check the answer grid against your booklet later on. 
This also allows you to grid several answers at once, instead of every 
time you finish a question. Transferring several answers at once is 
faster and more accurate.

● Grid-ins:  always start the answer in the first (far-left) box. Don't 
leave any of these blank, since there's no penalty for guessing here. As 
with the multiple-choice, circle the answer you come up with in your 
test booklet so that you can check against your grid later on.

● You shouldn't have to read the instructions at the beginning of each 
section.  Know these ahead of time.
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